
KILKENNY COUNTY COUNCIL

LIBRARY SERVICE
CLIMATE ACTION...
...beginning at your local library!

There has been an increased aware-
ness of climate change and the 
issues it has caused over the last 
number of years. Finding out more 
about climate change is the fi rst 

step you can take to help you become more 
informed of the complexity of the problems. 
To help you on our journey, your local library 
is a great place to come to and get some solid 
and reliable information.

We have some useful titles 
including “The New Climate 
War” by Michael Mann and 
“Renewable Energy Re-
sources” by John Twidell, a 
resource examining all other 
sources of potential energy.

There are also plenty 
of online resources also, 
through our BorrowBox and 
Libby apps. The EcoBalance 
Lifestyle magazine available 
for free through the Libby 
app gives you lots of infor-
mation on the things you can 
do to help the environment.

For the children, there’s a 
magazine called Eco Kids 
Planet!
What can we do as 
individuals?

There are lots of ways to 
help solve these problems by 
adopting more sustainable 
living practises. The library 
can help you with this – for 
example increasing recy-
cling and re-using. Upcycling 
what we already have rath-
er than throwing things out 
and replacing them is one 
way of using our resources 
more effi  ciently.

The library is already 
playing a role in the circu-
lar economy, by providing 
a lending service of a range 
of materials – books, DVD’s, 
audio books, computer 
games (Loughboy Library) 
and even board games!

In addition, libraries 
across Kilkenny are host-
ing a range of workshops to 
give you the skills to do more 
upcycling. Re-vamp Tramp 
have brought their demon-
stration of furniture upcy-
cling to a number of libraries 
already and a workshop will 
be held in Thomastown li-
brary on 3rd May at 6.30pm, 
book on 056 7794331. The 
City library will also host a 
series of workshops on up-
cycling clothes, so watch 
out on social media and our 
website for further details 
and book in early as places 
will be limited.

You can also borrow books 
from the library or online to 
give you the skills – for all 
the family!

“Save the World There 
Is No Planet B: Things You 
Can Do Right Now to Save 
Our Planet” by Louise Brad-
ford
Vegetable Gardening

Getting involved in pro-
ducing our own food is 
also another great way to 
improve sustainable living. 
Libraries often run gardening 
courses and also have lots of 
resources in this area. You 
can take an online class with 
Universal Class (Get started 
through our library website) 
to learn some valuable skills 
in this area. “An Introduction 
to Gardening” as well as the 

more specifi c “Vegetable Gar-
dening” are 2 such courses. 
These are all available for 
free with your library card 
membership number.

Other areas being tack-
led include managing our 
resources more effi  ciently. 
Ensuring no food waste is 
a target of many environ-
mental programmes and 
Loughboy library will host a 
demonstration on zero food 
waste with some practical 
recipes and tips to use up 

any food left over. This free 
workshop will be held today 
at 12.30pm and booking is 
essential.

Using our energy more 
effi  ciently is another way to 
help. The library has a kit to 
help you review your energy 
use at home. Contact your 
local library to fi nd out more 
about these kits and how to 
book them. They are in high 
demand so get your name 
down as soon as possible.

Appreciating the biodi-
versity around us is also an 
important role that we can 
play as individuals. Lough-
boy Library now has a Sci-
ence Citizen Kit available 
for loan. With this kit, peo-
ple will have the tools and 
equipment to do their own 
monitoring of the environ-
ment and collect data that 
can be used by the National 

Biodiversity Data Centre. It is 
free to borrow as long as you 
are a member of the library.

For schools, there is also a 
set of class readers available 
to help raise awareness of 
environmental issues. “Guz-
zler’s Party” is a resource de-
veloped by Lucinda Jacob 
and illustrated by Alan Nolan 
and is especially designed 
for schools. It has lots of use-
ful tips on saving energy. It 
also has an additional reader 
called “Climate SOS” by the 
same author.
Learn a new language

¿Hablas español? Parlez 
vous Français? An labhraíonn 
tú Gaelige? Would you like to 
learn English?

Introducing Transparent 
Languages Online, our on-
line service for you to learn 
languages your your own 

time, at your own 
pace. Transparent 
Languages Online 
offers free, un-
limited access to 
learn more than 
100 languages on-
line with a wide 
variety of activi-
ties that involve 
listening, reading, 

speaking and writing. As well 
as learning foreign languag-
es, there is also English lan-
guage courses for speakers of 
30 + languages. To sign up, 
you will need a library card 
number and email address. 
You can sign up by going to 
the Kilkenny Library web-
site, and fi nding it through 
Online Library under Online 
Languages.

You must create an ac-
count and register first 
through the website. Once 
registered, you can start 
learning. You can also down-
load the app and learn on the 
go! If you are going abroad, 
have exams, or just want to 
challenge yourself to some-
thing new this app is for you.

All you need to start your 
courses is your library card, 
join the library today by ei-
ther calling into your local 
library, or joining online at 
kilkenny.spydus.ie.
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